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| Namal and vKL Group
Anf Companies chairman

Varghese Kurain an-
nounced the provision of eight
buildings in Hidd and a star-rated
hotel in Juffair for the quarantine
of COVID-19 patients in Bahrain

The eight buildings include 253
rooms while the hotel, namely
Park Regis Lotus Hotel, has 164
rooms. They have been made
available by Kurain completely
free of charge since mid-Febru-
arv and will continue to be used
for quarantine purposes until the
end of the COVID-19 crisis in the
Kingdom, he said.

Park Regis is aleading star-rated
hotel and it has been wrned into
a makeshift hospital, where it is
capable to treat patients infected
with the coronavirus, in coopera-
tion with the Ministry of Health.

The provision of these facilities
is part of Kurain's commitment to
Bahrain's society and itis an actof
gratitude towards the Kingdom,
he said.

He stressed the importance of
the role of businessmen in helping
combatCovID-19 and enhance the
work of the Government Exec-
utive Committee, chaired by His
Royal Highness Prince Salman bin
Hamad Al Khalifa, Crown Prince,
Deputy Supreme Commander and
First Deputy Prime Minister.

“The actions of His Royal High-
ness the Crown Prince are clear
in containing and preventing the
spread of the virus in Bahrain, and
we, in trm, are businessmen con-
tributing what we can to support
these efforts” said Kurain.

“Thisis a need of the hour. Bah-
rain is a country which helped
many expatriates to convert their
dreams into a reality. T have no
words to explain the care and love
what we enjoyed from the leaders
and citizens of this country. Bah-
rain's government has considered
expatriates with equal dignity and
care” Kurain added.

Inalerter addressed to the Min-

Labour and Youth Minis

news of bahrain

Park Repis Lotus Hotel

ister of Health, Kurain thanked His
Majesty the King, HRH the Prime
Minister and HRH the Crown
Prince for the care and support
theyare providing to the exparriate

o

&

LT

tries sign MoU

T

i J 37 Ifﬂmrm/

community during this period.
“Forsure this is such a challeng-
ing phase, where all citizens and
expatriates should stand together
and fight to combat this pandem-

The eight buildings in Hidd

ic,” Kurain said. “1 will be happy if
this small step can motivate those
businessmen tocome forward and
support the government in what-
ever way they can.”

Kurain has been involved in
real estare development for the
last 30 years, having successful-
Iy managed and marketed more
than 100 million properties in the

-~ Acaring
heart

Indian business leader contributes
eight buildings, star-rated hotel for
COVID-19 quarantine

Kingdom of Bahrain. He is also
heading Middle East Hospital, a
leading name in the health sector,
with branches in Hidd, Salmabad
and Segaya.

Customs Affairs
president attends
online GCC meeting

TDT | Manama

( : ustoms Affairs president
Shaikh Ahmed bin Ham-
ad Al Khalifa participat-

ed vesterday in an online meet-

ing of the GCC Customs Union.

The officials reviewed vari-
ous topics, including the meet-
ings ofthe technical committees
about customs work. They also
discussed harmful practices to
international trades and the
implementation of the recom-

X VLIS ..\H,-ill
The Labor and Social Development Ministry and Youth and Sports ATairs Ministry signed a memorandum of understanding (Mou) yesterday for the Youth Ministry to u
an electronic system for non-povernment orpanisations (NGOS). The Moll came in implementation of the decision of the Cabinet, and within the framework of the suppart
of His Majesty the King's Humanitarian and Youth Affairs representative, Mational Security Advisor and Supreme Council for Youth and Sports Affairs (SCYS) chairman
His Highness Shaikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalita. The Mol stated that the Labor Ministry will provide the Youth Ministry with il necessary information to activate the
system in order to perform financial and administrative control procedures on national clubs and youth empowerment centers it also stipulated that the Labor Ministry

should receive requests from these clubs and centers, and manage the electronic system technically, while the Youth Ministry will follow up on those requests Above, Labor
Minister ;ameel hin Mohammed Ali Humaidan and Youth Minister Aymen Tawfig Almoayyed after sipning the Moll

mendations of Gulf commerce
ministers to limit the economic
implications of coronavirus.

The Customs President
hailed the coordination be-
tween customs authorities in
the region and the dedication
of Bahrain to implement the
decisions of the union. He
also highlighted measures
taken by the Customs Affairs
to prevent the spreading of
COTONAvirus.

TDT | Manama

Northern Governor follows up on field surveys

% L p L e ¥
= r ; i ]
orthern Governor Ali bin el | o “% i -
thdu] Hussain Al Asfoor, 1 2 T
alongside members of the
joint committee and representa-
tives from the Bangladesh Embas- TDT | Manama

sy, followed up yesterday on field

survey operations carried out by

the governorate in cooperation

with the Northern Governorate

Police Directorate. g
These visits were in line with

the directives of Interior Min- 8 “'h-“" : i

ister General Shaikh Rashid bin | Governor beine aco

Abdullah Al Khalifa to work out The M o e ey SN

a mechanism to ease the density  the coronavirus (CoviD19). amongst expatriates, pointing out

of expatriate workforces in their The NorthernGovernorpraised  that the aim of the field survey is

accommadations, as part of na-  the efforts of the Community Ser- to get informed about the work-

tional efforts to curb the spread of  vice Police on raising awareness ers” housing conditions in order

EOVETNOrate.

e Bl -
this period.

el visits

Is during their

to provide appropriate solutions,
in line with the Interior Minister's
directives and the principle of

social distancing. Programmes.

Southern Governor
donates 60 laptops
to students

outhern Governor Shaikh Khalifa bin Ali bin Khalifa Al
Khalifa has donated 60 laptops for students across the

The move is within the framework of community partner-
ship and in response to a recent initiative by Al Mabarrah Al
Khalifia Foundation to support students with laptops during

The Southern Governor said the donation aims to help
students pursue learning at a distance by using modern
educational methods. He lauded the role of the foundation
in launching initiatives as well as social and educational
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60-year-old Bahra
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[ By RAJ UNNIKRISHNAN |

BAHRAIN registered
its scventh death from
the Coronavirus Disease

(Covid-19) yesterday, along
with 167 new cases,

The deceased, a 60-year-old
Bahraimi man, suffered from
underlying chronic illnesses
before contracting the wvirus,
according 1o the Health Min-
I8ty

“The deceased male, a con-
tact of an active case, was
placed in isolation and received
extensive  24-hour  ireaiment
from a specialised medical
team,” said the ministry,

It ackded that except for three
all other Covid- 19 cases remain
stable, with paticnts contin-
mg fo receve treatment from
a specialised medical tcam as

ental clinic closed for violations

A DENTAL clinic was closed last
night for violating several laws and

operating without a licence from
National
Authority (NHRA).

According to NHRA chiefl exec-
utive Dr Mariam Al Jalahma the
decision to shut down the clinic
came as a result of viclations in

| practising medicine and the lack of
! medical stafl,

She alse revealed that the clin-
- ic breached national directives and
circulars to suspend all non-emer-
gency medical procedures, which

caused the clinie to lose iis licence.
“The NHRA had issued a circu-

Health  Regulatory

A

lar

B A closur notice baing posted on the cinics doors— pension of non-emergency health

g the continued sus-

By REEM AL DAAYSI

procedures and services in private
health institutions,” she said in a
statement.

“The authority has also continued
with the closure of private med-
ical facilities as a precautionary
measure against the spread of the
Coronavirus Disease (Covid-19).

“The NHRA announced that the
temporary suspension of non-emer-
gency medical procedures will con-
tinue in dental, dermatology and
plastic surgery departments as well
as some alternative medicine in pri-
vate health institations and delayved
pregaancy treatments in all health
institations until April 23.7

per guidelines provided by the
World Health Organisation
(WHO)

ing in contact with a positive s
case, two amved from abroad,

have
has emerged

tested  positive, it

antine  while contact

Was OO

racing

So far, Bahrain has recond-
ed 1,528 cases with B73 active
cases, including three cntical,
and 648 recovenes

There  have been
deaths, all Bahrainis

Of the 167 new cases repont-
ed yesienday, 156 were among
migrant workers, three cases
contracled the virus afler com-

SEVen

and the remaining six were un-
spec

The new cases among la-
bowurers were detecied as part of
3,581 tests conducted in the last
24 hours, added the m sy

It also announced 57 recov-
enes yesierday.

Meanwhile, at least threc
drivers operating public bus-

e

The infection among the staff

members from Bahrain Public
Transport Company (BPTC)
was found following random
tests conducted at their labour
camp in Askar on Saturday
According to an internal let-
ter, a copy of which the DN
has obtamned, the men were
in good health and in guar-

All the drivers have been
urged 1o follow all health guide-
lines as they “do their duty of
transporiing” people

On Mon the company
also an a change n s
bus timetable and withdrawal
of a few services

BPTC officials could not be
reached for comment yesterday

unged

B The Northern Governorale is conducting feld surveys as part of a plan to reduce the number of expatriate labourers living in
rosidential areas. The drive followed directives issued by interfor Minister General Shaikh Rashid bin Abdula Al Khaiifa. Northern
Governor Ali Al Asfoor followed up the survey with members of the joint committes and the Bangladeshi Ambassador to Bahrain,
He commended efforts by community police o raise expatrisfes’ awareness, sdding that the operations aim fo find proper

solutions and achieve social distancing.

Banks warned against wage funds misuse

BANKS have been wamed against misusing
funds deposited by the govemment o pay
wages of Bahrain employees in the private
scclor for Apnl, May and Junc.

The Central Bank of Bahmin (CBE)
yesterday issucd a circular waming  banks
against using the funds to settle companics’
financial obligations. Also the moncy must
not be subject 1o a freczing order or provi-
sional scizure, the CHE said

The wage payment s part of cight initis-
tives under a B3 billion financial stimulus
package announced by the government to

ofilset the impact of the Coronavirus Discase
(Covid=19) on businesses

It aums to provide the necessary Liquidity to
the privale sccior il with the cifects of
the current situation, preserve privale seclor
growth and bolster its vital role in supporting
the national economy

Meanwhile, Social Insurance Organisation
(310) chicf exccutive i Al Murbat said
all Bahmaini employees in the private secior
registered with S10 until March 16 will ben-
efit from the wage support scheme.

The government will lomormow

start

depositing accounts
ol more
she said

Compames that failed 1o regisier within the
deadline of Apnl 13 will receive payments
at a later stage once SI0 works outl another
mechanism 1o cover all private companics,
she told our sister paper Akhbar Al Khalee)

The payouts cover wages and monthly
allowances for cemployecs registered with
SIO in addition to annual bonus, if any,
with the amount nol excecdmg B4 000,
she said

payments in  bank
than 9000 prnivate nslitutions,

Meanwhile, in a public ser-
vice announcement posted on
its website the Health Munis-
try said contmining the spread
of the virus is in the hands

= 3
i

|
seventh virus victim

of the people

Public Health assis un-
der-secretary Dr Maryam Al
Hajeri urged people to stay at
home and practise social dis
tancing

“Most  important
to be followed are: Do not hold
gatherings, practise social dis-
tancing, do not shake hands, do
not touch surfaces that are not
sterilised, do not wuch your
¢, do not leave the house ex-
cept in case of extreme necessi-
ty, and follow personal hygicne

wash hands with soap and
water regularly and use hand
sanitisers frequently.”

While in public, she urged
people 1o follow coughing eti-
and wear face masks.
Anyone with symptoms must
contact health hothne 444

National Institution for Hu-
man Rights chairwoman Mana
Khoury in a better 1o H
wster Faega Al Saleh, commend-
ed the services of the healthcare
workers and the efficiency at the
Cowid- 19 facilities.

rajiia gdn.com. bh

measunes
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OUR DEEPEST CONDOLENCES

The Board of Directors,
Management and all staff of
Mohammed Jalal Contracting
express their sincere condolences
on the sad demise of
Bishop Camillo Ballin

The Apostolic Vicariate of Northern Arabian
who passed away on 12" April 2020
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